ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON LT COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT
Disyaiet oF Corumsia & U i3 A AND GOVERANMENT REFORM

SUBCOMMITTLES
HEALTH CARE DISTRICT OF COLUNBIA,
CENSHS AND THE NATIONAIL ARCHIVES

FEDERAL WOHRKFORCE, U.S, POSTAL
SERVICE AND LABOR POLICY
GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION, CFFICIENCY
AND FINANCIAL MANAGERMENT

COMMITTEE ON
TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE

SUBCOMMITTEES

RANKING MEMBER, ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT, PUBLIC BUILDINGS

/\.NDl-hﬁEHG;:i\:l:.::Nﬂ_l;Eh1FNT @O]Igl‘egg nf the mltl’teh %tat?g

O ENvRoNtER Houge of Wepresentatives
Waghington, DE 20515-1501

Statement of Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton on
H.R. 662, Surface Transportation Extension Act of 2011
Committee on Rules
March 1, 2011

My amendment, the District of Columbia Fiscal Year 2011 Local Funds Continuation
Act, would prevent an unintended catastrophe for the 600,000 residents of the District of
Columbia, as well as for the federal government, by authorizing the District to spend its own
local taxpayer-raised funds for the remainder of fiscal year 2011. If this bill becomes law
without my amendment, the District of Columbia government would shut down if the federal
government shuts down when the current continuing resolution expires on March 4, 2011.

Although the District raises and manages its own $8 billion budget, Congress technically
appropriates these local funds to the District, a holdover and throwback to the pre-home-rule
period. Under both the current continuing resolution and H.J.Res. 44, the District’s authority to
spend its local funds expires when these resolutions do. Members who were not here during the
last federal government shutdown are probably unaware that the District government was forced
to shut down, too, because, although the District government had passed its budget months
earlier, Congress had not yet voted for final approval. I am grateful that after the first of several
government shutdowns and partial shutdowns, Speaker Newt Gingrich and I worked together to
ensure that the District remained operating. The dispute now, as then, over the federal budget
has nothing to do with the District’s local funds. [ do not believe any member wants to shut
down the D.C. government and bring a large, complicated city to its knees because of a purely
federal matter, and I cannot believe that any member would object to this amendment to keep the
city open and allow it to continue spending its local funds for the remainder of this fiscal year.
D.C. residents are not alone in relying on vital District services. Federal officials, including the
president, federal buildings, foreign embassies and dignitaries, and businesses rely daily on the
city’s services, as well. If the District shut down, in addition to all the vital municipal services
that would cease, the District could default under certain financing agreements and leases. For
example, the District has a master equipment lease under which it leases a wide range of
equipment, including public safety vehicles, computer hardware, energy manageinent systems,
homeland security and surveillance equipment, laboratory equipment, road maintenance
equipment, snow removal equipment, traffic lights, crosswalk signals, and lighting, electrical and
plumbing. The District’s next payment under the master lease is due March 25. The equipment
would be subject to repossession for non-payment.
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My amendment authorizes the city to spend only its local funds during a federal
government shutdown, but not, of course, the limited direct federal funds it receives. I urge its
inclusion in H.R. 662.





