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Statement of the Honorable Alcee L. Hastings
On the Introduction of Amendment #10 to H.R. 4402
July 10, 2012

Mr. Chairman, despite the name of this bill,
the underlying legislation has little to do
with securing a sufficient supply of rare
earth minerals for our country.

Rather, it is another Republican giveaway
to large, profitable companies that do not
need Congressional action to pad their
bottom lines.
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In fact, today’s bill is so broadly drafted
that it is not just rare earth mines that will
no longer have to adhere to our federal
environmental laws, but virtually any mine
on public land anywhere, including silver,
uranium and coal mines.

Mining operations have severe and
permanent consequences for the land and
residents living nearby.

In fact, 75 percent of existing mines end up
polluting the ground water despite the
designed mitigation plans.

The need for a complete and thorough
review of the environmental impact
BEFORE approval is therefore absolutely
necessary.



What's more, Mr. Chairman, is that this
bill's underlying intent of loosening up the
permitting process is not even necessary.
Mining is already the priority use for most
public lands, which makes it virtually
impossible to regulate and control.

Mining on public lands is also already
incredibly cheap. These companies pay little
rent to the American taxpayer for the use
of public land.

Moreover, under the Obama administration,
82 percent of plans are approved within
three years, with an average of four years
for the largest mines located on public
lands.



Any delays in permit approval usually stem
from an incomplete application or problems
that arise during review which were not
anticipated and require supplemental
information.

By giving the lead agency the option to
extend the time period for review in the
event of new information, my amendment
makes sure agencies can get the job done
right while still adhering to a predictable
schedule.

Prioritizing speed over accuracy, as this bill
does, guarantees that mining companies
are able to drill additional mines at a faster
rate with less consideration for the broader
impact of those mines.



My amendment is necessary to give
agencies the time they need to make sure
that this bill WILL NOT compromise
environmental protections that keep our
drinking water safe, our soil nourishing and
non-toxic, and our air clean enough to
breathe.



