SUMMARY OF H.R. 4038, THE AMERICAN SECURITY AGAINST
FOREIGN ENEMIES ACT of 2015

The American SAFE Act requires comprehensive background checks of every
refugee from Iraq or Syria before they can be admitted into the United States and
certification that each does not pose a threat.

Specifically, under this legislation, no refugee from Iraq or Syria will be admitted
into the U.S. unless:

1. the FBI Director certifies the background investigation of each refugee; and

2. the Secretary of Homeland Security, along with the FBI Director and the
Director of National Intelligence, certifies to Congress that each refugee is
not a security threat to the United States.

Under this legislation, no Syrian or Iraqi refugee can enter the United States until
the American people’s representatives in Congress receive these certifications.

It also creates an additional layer of protection by requiring the DHS Inspector
General to independently assess the refugee approvals—making sure that high-risk
individuals do not slip through the cracks.



