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I want to thank Chairman Drier and Members of the House Rules
Committee for this opportunity to explain my amendment, to H.R. 658,
“FAA Reauthorization and Reform Act.” I have offered amendment (#43),
which enjoys strong bipartisan support as evidenced by the similar
amendments offered by my dear colleagues Rep. James LaTourette and

Rep. Jerry Costello (# 3), which seeks to achieve the same purpose.
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Mr. Chairman, for the record, I want to express strong support for the
LaTourette and Costello amendment (#3). Our amendments -clearly
demonstrate our strong opposition to section 903. The repeal of Section
903 will result in fair standards for aviation and rail employees’ union
elections, overseen by the National Mediation Board (NBM).

It is important to ensure that the proposed repeal of current NMB
election standards does not advance and all elections in this nation remain
fair and democratic.

Every eligible voter has the right to determine their own voting
preferences. Choosing to abstain from a vote is not the same as choosing to
vote no during an election. By counting eligible voters who choose to refrain
from voting as the same as voters who actually cast a no vote, we would
effectively determine the voting preferences for NMB voters. This would
result in an unfair standard that is different from every other American
election.

If Congressional elections proceeded under the proposed rule for the
NMB elections, in which non-participants were counted as votes for the
opponent, then none of the current Members of Congress would have won
their elections in 2010. If the standard would be unfair for Members of

Congress then it is certainly unfair for the NMB and should be repealed.
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Unions should not be held at a different standard from every other
American election. Don’t hold union elections for aviation and real
employees to a new and different standard. The proposed repeal of the
current NMB elections standards must not advance to ensure that all

elections in this nation remain fair and democratic.

Mr. Chairman, my amendment and the LaTorette/Costello
amendment are essential to ensure NBM voters retain their full voting
rights. For these reasons, I urge the Committee to make either amendment

# 43 or amendment # 3 in order. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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