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  H.R. 140 - Protecting Speech from Government Interference Act 
  

H.J. Res. 27 - Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 
8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by the 

Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers, Department of Defense 
and the Environmental Protection Agency relating to "Revised 

Definition of 'Waters of the United States'" 
  

S. 619 - COVID-19 Origin Act of 2023 
   

  

         

  1. Structured rule for H.R. 140. 
2. Waives all points of order against consideration of the bill. 
3. Provides one hour of general debate equally divided and controlled by the 

chair and ranking minority member of the Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability or their respective designees. 

4. Provides that the bill shall be considered as read. 
5. Waives all points of order against the amendment in the nature of a 

substitute to H.R. 140 made in order as original text. 
6. Makes in order only those further amendments printed in the Rules 

Committee report. Each such amendment may be offered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by a Member designated in the 
report, shall be considered as read, shall be debatable for the time 
specified in the report equally divided and controlled by the proponent and 
an opponent, shall not be subject to amendment, and shall not be subject 
to a demand for division of the question. 

7. Waives all points of order against the amendments printed in the report. 
8. Provides one motion to recommit. 
9. Closed rule for H.J. Res. 27. 
10. Waives all points of order against consideration of the joint resolution. 
11. Provides one hour of general debate equally divided and controlled by the 

chair and ranking minority member of the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure or their respective designees. 

  



12. Provides that the joint resolution shall be considered as read. 
13. Waives all points of order against provisions in the joint resolution 
14. Provides one motion to recommit. 
15. Closed rule for S. 619.  
16. Waives all points of order against consideration of the bill.  
17. Provides one hour of general debate equally divided and controlled by the 

chair and ranking minority member of the Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence or their respective designees. 

18. Provides that the bill shall be considered as read. 
19. Waives all points of order against provisions in the bill. 
20. Section 4 provides that section 7 of the War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 

1546) shall not apply to a concurrent resolution introduced during the first 
session of the One Hundred Eighteenth Congress pursuant to section 5 of 
the War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1544) with respect to Syria.  

21. Section 5 provides that if a veto message is laid before the House on House 
Joint Resolution 30, then after the message is read and the objections of 
the President are spread at large upon the Journal, further consideration 
of the veto message and the joint resolution shall be postponed until the 
legislative day of March 23, 2023; and on that legislative day, the House 
shall proceed to the constitutional question of reconsideration and dispose 
of such question without intervening motion. 

 

         

         
  RESOLUTION 

 

  
         
  Resolved, That at any time after adoption of this resolution the Speaker 

may, pursuant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House resolved into the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 140) to amend title 5, United States Code, to prohibit Federal 
employees from advocating for censorship of viewpoints in their official 
capacity, and for other purposes. The first reading of the bill shall be dispensed 
with. All points of order against consideration of the bill are waived. General 
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall not exceed one hour equally 
divided and controlled by the chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability or their respective designees. After 
general debate the bill shall be considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. In lieu of the amendment in the nature of a substitute 
recommended by the Committee on Oversight and Accountability now printed 
in the bill, it shall be in order to consider as an original bill for the purpose of 
amendment under the five-minute rule an amendment in the nature of a 

 



substitute consisting of the text of Rules Committee Print 118-1. That 
amendment in the nature of a substitute shall be considered as read. All points 
of order against that amendment in the nature of a substitute are waived. No 
amendment to that amendment in the nature of a substitute shall be in order 
except those printed in the report of the Committee on Rules accompanying this 
resolution. Each such amendment may be offered only in the order printed in 
the report, may be offered only by a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the time specified in the report 
equally divided and controlled by the proponent and an opponent, shall not be 
subject to amendment, and shall not be subject to a demand for division of the 
question in the House or in the Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such amendments are waived. At the conclusion of consideration of the 
bill for amendment the Committee shall rise and report the bill to the House 
with such amendments as may have been adopted. Any Member may demand a 
separate vote in the House on any amendment adopted in the Committee of the 
Whole to the bill or to the amendment in the nature of a substitute made in 
order as original text. The previous question shall be considered as ordered on 
the bill and amendments thereto to final passage without intervening motion 
except one motion to recommit. 

 
 

Sec. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it shall be in order to consider in 
the House the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 27) providing for congressional 
disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted 
by the Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers, Department of Defense 
and the Environmental Protection Agency relating to “Revised Definition of 
‘Waters of the United States’”. All points of order against consideration of the 
joint resolution are waived. The joint resolution shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions in the joint resolution are waived. The 
previous question shall be considered as ordered on the joint resolution and on 
any amendment thereto to final passage without intervening motion except: (1) 
one hour of debate equally divided and controlled by the chair and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure or 
their respective designees; and (2) one motion to recommit. 

 
 

Sec. 3. Upon adoption of this resolution it shall be in order to consider in 
the House the bill (S. 619) to require the Director of National Intelligence to 
declassify information relating to the origin of COVID–19, and for other 
purposes. All points of order against consideration of the bill are waived. The 
bill shall be considered as read. All points of order against provisions in the bill 
are waived. The previous question shall be considered as ordered on the bill and 
on any amendment thereto to final passage without intervening motion except: 
(1) one hour of debate equally divided and controlled by the chair and ranking 



minority member of the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence or their 
respective designees; and (2) one motion to commit. 

 
 

Sec. 4. The provisions of section 7 of the War Powers Resolution (50 
U.S.C. 1546) shall not apply to a concurrent resolution introduced during the 
first session of the One Hundred Eighteenth Congress pursuant to section 5 of 
the War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1544) with respect to Syria. 

 
 

Sec. 5. If a veto message is laid before the House on House Joint 
Resolution 30, then after the message is read and the objections of the President 
are spread at large upon the Journal, further consideration of the veto message 
and the joint resolution shall be postponed until the legislative day of March 23, 
2023; and on that legislative day, the House shall proceed to the constitutional 
question of reconsideration and dispose of such question without intervening 
motion. 

 

         
 

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS TO H.R. 140 PROPOSED TO BE MADE IN 
ORDER 

 
(summaries derived from information provided by sponsors) 

 

Sponsor # Description Debate 
Time 

1. Clyde 
(GA) 

#56 (LATE) (REVISED) Requires the Attorney 
General to submit an annual report to Congress 
evaluating the compliance of the Federal 
Government with the Protecting Free Speech 
from Government Interference Act. This 
amendment provides transparency and insight 
into any potential violations of the Act by 
government agencies or employees, and sunsets 
after 10 years. 

(10 
minutes) 

2. Comer 
(KY) 

#54 (REVISED) (MANAGER’S) Makes technical 
edits and adds a conforming clarification for the 
authorities of the Office of the Special Counsel to 
ensure that the Act's monetary civil penalties 
under new section 7382(c)(2) can be fully 
enforced. 

(10 
minutes) 

 

https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/CLYDE_018_xml230307160916261.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/CLYDE_018_xml230307160916261.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/COMER_010_xml230306222403708.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/COMER_010_xml230306222403708.pdf


3. Bishop 
(NC) 

#59 (LATE) (REVISED) Ensures that law 
enforcement can only take action against 
unlawful speech. 

(10 
minutes) 

4. Foxx 
(NC) 

#48 Ensures that federal employees entering into 
collective bargaining agreements using taxpayer 
funded time (Section 7131) are prohibited from 
engaging in censorship of private entities. 

(10 
minutes) 

5. Good 
(VA), 
Brecheen 
(OK) 

#58 (LATE) (REVISED) Clarifies enforcement of 
obscene matters not protected by the First 
Amendment. 

(10 
minutes) 

6. Jackson 
Lee (TX) 

#52 Strikes section 2(e). (10 
minutes) 

7. Ogles 
(TN) 

#63 (LATE) Revises the disciplinary action 
consisting of removal, reduction in grade, 
debarment from federal employment for a period 
not to exceed 10 years, suspension, or reprimand. 

(10 
minutes) 

8. Ogles 
(TN) 

#64 (LATE) Revises the civil penalty for senior 
government officials to be $50,000. 

(10 
minutes) 

9. Rose 
(TN) 

#2 Requires mandatory annual training on the 
requirements of the underlying bill. 

(10 
minutes) 

10. Rose 
(TN) 

#8 (REVISED) Adds a findings section that states 
that inspectors general should not less than 
annually for the next seven years publicly report 
the number of complaints and tips received, the 
number of investigations opened, and statistics 
on how investigations were managed and their 
disposition by that inspector general related to 
compliance with the underlying bill and the 
amendments made by the underlying bill. 

(10 
minutes) 

 

 

https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/BISHNC_025_xml230307165821577.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/BISHNC_025_xml230307165821577.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/FOXX_013_xml230303164742621.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/FOXX_013_xml230303164742621.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/GOOD_023_xml230307105845724.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/GOOD_023_xml230307105845724.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/GOOD_023_xml230307105845724.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/GOOD_023_xml230307105845724.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/JACKSO_020_xml230303163705259.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/JACKSO_020_xml230303163705259.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/OGLES_027_xml%5B26%5D230307091836491.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/OGLES_027_xml%5B26%5D230307091836491.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/OGLES_028_xml%5B73%5D230307093428184.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/OGLES_028_xml%5B73%5D230307093428184.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/ROSETN_013_xml230302093334374.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/ROSETN_013_xml230302093334374.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/ROSETN_015_xml230307101346145.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/ROSETN_015_xml230307101346145.pdf

